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Senate

(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008)

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m., on the
expiration of the recess, and was called
to order by the Honorable MARK L.
PRYOR, a Senator from the State of Ar-
kansas.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Creator of the universe, all loving, all
wise, all powerful, move on Capitol Hill
today. Your lawmakers need You for
such a time as this, and You have
promised to supply their needs. Supply
their need for wisdom. Illuminate their
minds as they seek to do the right
thing. Infuse them with supernatural
power to make sense out of the riddles
that baffle so many. May they be able
to look back over today’s labors know-
ing they have glorified You. Lord, as-
tound them with new thoughts and
fresh insights they could not conceive
without Your blessing.

We pray in the Name of Him who is
the truth. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK L. PRYOR led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

appoint the Honorable MARK L. PRYOR, a
Senator from the State of Arkansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. PRYOR thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
the remarks of the leaders, if any, the
Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of the House message to accom-
pany H.R. 2638, the continuing resolu-
tion. The time until 10 a.m. will be
equally divided and controlled between
the leaders or their designees. At ex-
actly 10 a.m., the Senate will proceed
to a rollcall vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the motion to concur
in the House amendment to the Senate
amendment to H.R. 2638.

As those of us here have seen, in try-
ing to make entry to the Capitol, there
is something of a bicycle race or per-
formance of some kind. It has really
slowed things up, so we are not going
to terminate the vote in the normal 15-
minute time schedule. We are going to
make sure people have an opportunity
to get here.

I say to all Members, unless some-
thing can be resolved by consent, we
are going to file cloture today on the
Department of Defense authorization
bill, which will be a Monday vote.
Hopefully, there does not have to be a
vote tomorrow. Thirty hours after clo-
ture was invoked on this matter will be
sometime tomorrow afternoon. There
are a number of ways we can do that.
People wanting the extra 30 hours

could waive that or they could let us
have a voice vote tomorrow. As I un-
derstand it, there is only one Senator
holding up this bill now. We will work
on that during the next hour or so. It
appears we may have to be in session
tomorrow, with a vote on Monday. I
know there is a holiday on Monday
starting at sundown and going to sun-
down on Tuesday.

The staff worked until about 3 a.m.
this morning on the bailout. They
made significant progress. There are
probably 15 issues still left out-
standing. Senators are going to have to
get together and resolve those. We
hope sometime tomorrow evening we
can announce that there has been some
kind of an agreement in principle so
the only thing that will have to be
done is to write the legislation. We are
still a long way from completing it, but
we have made significant progress, as I
just indicated. We will keep Senators
advised on a timely basis as well as we
can.

————

CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER ACT OF
2008

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to Calendar No. 611, H.R. 5159.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5159) to establish the Office of
the Capitol Visitor Center within the Office
of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by
the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Serv-
ices, to provide for the effective management
and administration of the Capitol Visitor
Center, and other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DEMINT, Mr. President, I rise to
speak on the newest addition to the
U.S. Capitol, the U.S. Capitol Visitor
Center.
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